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“Making Memory of His Legacy to Strengthen Our Identity” 
 

Parish: ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
November 7th, 2013 

 
 
 

Theme: “Family, be who you are!” 

APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO 
 

 

JOYFUL MYSTERIES 
 

I. The Annunciation 
“The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the 
house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her he said: “Hail, favored 
one! The Lord is with you. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall name him Jesus.” Mary said: “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to 
me according to your word.” (Luke 1:26-33, 38). 
 
17. The family finds in the plan of God the Creator and Redeemer not only its identity, what it is, but also 
its mission, what it can and should do. The role that God calls the family to perform in history derives 
from what the family is; its role represents the dynamic and existential development of what it is. Each 
family finds within itself a summons that cannot be ignored, and that specifies both its dignity and its 
responsibility: family, become what you are. 
 
Accordingly, the family must go back to the "beginning" of God's creative act, if it is to attain self-
knowledge and self-realization in accordance with the inner truth not only of what it is but also of what it 
does in history. And since in God's plan it has been established as an "intimate community of life and 
love,"(44) the family has the mission to become more and more what it is, that is to say, a community of 
life and love, in an effort that will find fulfillment, as will everything created and redeemed, in the 
Kingdom of God. Looking at it in such a way as to reach its very roots, we must say that the essence and 
role of the family are in the final analysis specified by love. Hence the family has the mission to guard, 
reveal and communicate love, and this is a living reflection of and a real sharing in God's love for 
humanity and the love of Christ the Lord for the Church His bride.  
 
Every particular task of the family is an expressive and concrete actuation of that fundamental mission. 
We must therefore go deeper into the unique riches of the family's mission and probe its contents, which 
are both manifold and unified. Thus, with love as its point of departure and making constant reference to 
it, the recent Synod emphasized four general tasks for the family: 
1) forming a community of persons; 
2) serving life; 
3) participating in the development of society; 
4) sharing in the life and mission of the Church.  
 

Mother and Queen of Families, pray for us! 
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II. The Visitation 
“During those days Mary set out and traveled to a town of Judah, where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and 
said, "Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how 
does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? Blessed are you who 
believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” (Luke 1: 39-45) 
 
18. The family, which is founded and given life by love, is a community of persons: of husband and wife, 
of parents and children, of relatives. Its first task is to live with fidelity the reality of communion in a 
constant effort to develop an authentic community of persons. 
 
The inner principle of that task, its permanent power and its final goal is love: without love the family is 
not a community of persons and, in the same way, without love the family cannot live, grow and perfect 
itself as a community of persons. What I wrote in the Encyclical Redemptor hominis applies primarily and 
especially within the family as such: "Man cannot live without love. He remains a being that is 
incomprehensible for himself, his life is senseless, if love is not revealed to him, if he does not encounter 
love, if he does not experience it and make it his own, if he does not participate intimately in it." 
 
The love between husband and wife and, in a derivatory and broader way, the love between members of 
the same family-between parents and children, brothers and sisters and relatives and members of the 
household-is given life and sustenance by an unceasing inner dynamism leading the family to ever 
deeper and more intense communion, which is the foundation and soul of the community of marriage 
and the family.  

 
Mother and Queen of Families, pray for us! 

 
III. The Birth of Our Lord 
“The time came for Mary to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger. Now there were shepherds in 
that region living in the fields. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. Today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.’” 
(Luke 2:6-12) 

28. With the creation of man and woman in His own image and likeness, God crowns and brings to 
perfection the work of His hands: He calls them to a special sharing in His love and in His power as 
Creator and Father, through their free and responsible cooperation in transmitting the gift of human life: 
"God blessed them, and God said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it.'"(80) 

Thus the fundamental task of the family is to serve life, to actualize in history the original blessing of the 
Creator-that of transmitting by procreation the divine image from person to person. Fecundity is the fruit 
and the sign of conjugal love, the living testimony of the full reciprocal selfgiving of the spouses: "While 
not making the other purposes of matrimony of less account, the true practice of conjugal love, and the 
whole meaning of the family life which results from it, have this aim: that the couple be ready with stout 
hearts to cooperate with the love of the Creator and the Savior, who through them will enlarge and 
enrich His own family day by day." However, the fruitfulness of conjugal love is not restricted solely to 
the procreation of children, even understood in its specifically human dimension: it is enlarged and 
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enriched by all those fruits of moral, spiritual and supernatural life which the father and mother are 
called to hand on to their children, and through the children to the Church and to the world.  

14. According to the plan of God, marriage is the foundation of the wider community of the family, since 
the very institution of marriage and conjugal love are ordained to the procreation and education of 
children, in whom they find their crowning. When they become parents, spouses receive from God the 
gift of a new responsibility. Their parental love is called to become for the children the visible sign of the 
very love of God, "from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named." 

It must not be forgotten however that, even when procreation is not possible, conjugal life does not for 
this reason lose its value. Physical sterility in fact can be for spouses the occasion for other important 
services to the life of the human person, for example, adoption, various forms of educational work, and 
assistance to other families and to poor or handicapped children.  

Mother and Queen of Families, pray for us! 
 
 
IV. The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 
“There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon... When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, Simeon took him into his arms and said: ‘Now, Master, you may let your servant 
go in peace, for my eyes have seen your salvation’ Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary 
his mother: ‘Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and you, a 
sword shall pierce your heart that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.’” (Luke 
2:25-35) 

42. "Since the Creator of all things has established the conjugal partnership as the beginning and basis of 
human society," the family is "the first and vital cell of society."The family has vital and organic links with 
society, since it is its foundation and nourishes it continually through its role of service to life: it is from 
the family that citizens come to birth and it is within the family that they find the first school of the social 
virtues that are the animating principle of the existence and development of society itself. Thus, far from 
being closed in on itself, the family is by nature and vocation open to other families and to society, and 
undertakes its social role.. 

43. The very experience of communion and sharing that should characterize the family's daily life 
represents its first and fundamental contribution to society. The relationships between the members of 
the family community are inspired and guided by the law of "free giving." By respecting and fostering 
personal dignity in each and every one as the only basis for value, this free giving takes the form of 
heartfelt acceptance, encounter and dialogue, disinterested availability, generous service and deep 
solidarity.Thus the fostering of authentic and mature communion between persons within the family is 
the first and irreplaceable school of social life, and example and stimulus for the broader community 
relationships marked by respect, justice, dialogue and love.  The family is thus, the place of origin and 
the most effective means for humanizing and personalizing society: it makes an original contribution in 
depth to building up the world, by making possible a life that is properly speaking human, in particular 
by guarding and transmitting virtues and "values." Consequently, faced with a society that is running the 
risk of becoming more and more depersonalized and standardized and therefore inhuman and 
dehumanizing, with the negative results of many forms of escapism-such as alcoholism, drugs and even 
terrorism-the family possesses and continues still to release formidable energies capable of taking man 
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out of his anonymity, keeping him conscious of his personal dignity, enriching him with deep humanity 
and actively placing him, in his uniqueness and unrepeatability, within the fabric of society. 

Mother and Queen of Families, pray for us! 
 
 
V. The Child Jesus Lost and Found in the Temple 
“Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover…As they were returning, 
the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it…Not finding him,  
they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, and all who 
heard him were astounded at his understanding and his answers.” (Luke 2:41-47) 
 
50. The Christian family is called upon to take part actively and responsibly in the mission of the Church 
in a way that is original and specific, by placing itself, in what it is and what it does as an "intimate 
community of life and love," at the service of the Church and of society. Since the Christian family is a 
community in which the relationships are renewed by Christ through faith and the sacraments, the 
family's sharing in the Church's mission should follow a community pattern: the spouses together as a 
couple, the parents and children as a family, must live their service to the Church and to the world. They 
must be "of one heart and soul"(117) in faith, through the shared apostolic zeal that animates them, and 
through their shared commitment to works of service to the ecclesial and civil communities. 

The Christian family also builds up the Kingdom of God in history through the everyday realities that 
concern and distinguish its state of life. It is thus in the love between husband and wife and between the 
members of the family-a love lived out in all its extraordinary richness of values and demands: totality, 
oneness, fidelity and fruitfulness(118) that the Christian family's participation in the prophetic, priestly 
and kingly mission of Jesus Christ and of His Church finds expression and realization. Therefore, love and 
life constitute the nucleus of the saving mission of the Christian family in the Church and for the Church. 

52. To the extent in which the Christian family accepts the Gospel and matures in faith, it becomes an 
evangelizing community. Let us listen again to Paul VI: "The family, like the Church, ought to be a place 
where the Gospel is transmitted and from which the Gospel radiates. In a family which is conscious of 
this mission, all the members evangelize and are evangelized. The parents not only communicate the 
Gospel to their children, but from their children they can themselves receive the same Gospel as deeply 
lived by them. And such a family becomes the evangelizer of many other families, and of the 
neighborhood of which it forms part."(123) 

 
Mother and Queen of Families, pray for us! 

 
 


