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70 years of holding one another’s hand

Joy as retreat house renamed, blessed

About 130 couples observing
their golden or silver wedding an-
niversaries in 2009 took part in the
Diocesan Anniversary Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Peoria on Sun-
day.

“There is so much love in this ca-
thedral,” said Bishop Daniel R. Jenky,

Anniversary love fills cathedral
CSC, before leading the couples in a
renewal of their marriage vows. He
called the couples “living sacra-
ments” for the way they have mod-
eled Christ’s faithful, lasting, uncon-
ditional, and forgiving love.

A story and photos are found on
page 3.

HOPEDALE — When the mem-
bers of St. Joseph’s Church gather to
celebrate their faith community’s cen-
tennial on Saturday, Sept. 19, they’ll
have one very proud pastor cheering
them on.

“The people of St. Joseph’s have
always amazed me,” said Father
Gerald Verdun, who has served them
since 2000. “They are spread out over
six different zip codes and have chil-
dren in three different school districts.
And our parish is tucked away in a
place that covers parts of three coun-
ties — Logan, McLean and Tazewell.

“But even though they’re spread
out like that, they still manage to pull
together when something needs to be
done,” he said. “That has really been
a big help to me.”

Their latest efforts have been di-
rected at planning their 100th anni-
versary, which begins with a Mass
celebrated by Bishop Daniel R. Jenky,
CSC, at 4 p.m. He will also give the
homily.

Concelebrating with Bishop Jenky
will be Father Verdun, who is also
pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in Delavan;
Father Tim Nolan, pastor of St.

St. Joseph’s in
Hopedale plans
centennial Mass

Joseph’s Parish in Pekin; and Father
Donald Henderson, parochial vicar of
St. Philomena’s Parish in Peoria and
a former pastor of the Hopedale par-
ish.

A social and buffet dinner by res-
ervation only will follow at Hopedale
Commons East.

Because of the size of the church,
Father Verdun has asked that visitors
attend another Mass so parishioners
can be present for the liturgy with
Bishop Jenky.

FATHER ANDREW A. Stapleton,
pastor of St. Mary’s in Delavan, orga-
nized the Catholic families in the
Hopedale area in 1909, celebrating
Mass for them in the town hall every
other weekend until St. Joseph’s Church
could be built in 1911.

The first Mass in the new church
was offered on June 25, 1911. Bishop
Edmund M. Dunne joined parishioners
a week later to dedicate the building.

Father Stapleton was succeeded by
Father W.J. Burke in 1917 and Father
Stanislaus Pryzbysz in 1926.

St. Joseph’s
Church in
Hopedale
will be the
site of a
centennial
Mass
celebrated
by Bishop
Jenky at 4
p.m. on
Saturday,
Sept. 19.

Please turn to page 6

By Jennifer Willems
of The Catholic Post

PEKIN — Joseph Yock asked
two other nurses at Pekin Hospi-
tal for a date before he approached
Minnie Rinderknecht. She said,
“OK, even if I am your third
choice.”

As it turns out, the third time
was a charm for Joe, who made
Minnie his bride on Sept. 2, 1939.

He made just one mistake,
however. An insurance agent for
Prudential, Joe had sold Minnie a
20-year endowment policy.

“I married her, so I had to pay
the premiums,” he said with a
quick laugh.

That lapse in judgment aside,
he developed a winning equation
when it came to building their life
together: “I put God first, Minnie
second and work third.”

Father Tim Nolan, their pastor
at St. Joseph’s Parish, helped them
celebrate 70 years of doing just
that with a
Mass in their
cozy duplex
last Saturday.
He blessed
each of them
before the liturgy ended and a light
breakfast began for their extended
family and friends.

DURING HIS homily, Father
Nolan remembered that shortly
after he met Minnie and Joe he
watched them walk out of church

and noticed that they were holding
hands.

“Joe said it
was to keep
Minnie from
hitting him,” he
said to a round
of chuckles

from the people who filled the Yocks’
living room.

Father Nolan went on to say that
the couple had weathered the good
times and the bad by holding on to
each other and Jesus.

Please turn to page 3

Up Front

By Jennifer Willems
of The Catholic Post

HENRY — Naming a Catholic
institution is a moment of great joy,
but it is also a moment of great re-
sponsibility, according the foundress
of the religious community entrusted
with the care of Nazareth House, the
retreat center of the Diocese of Peo-
ria.

Known for many years as the
Christ the King House of Retreats or
King’s House, the facility was re-
named and rededicated during a Mass
on the retreat house grounds on Sept.
15. It was a year to the day that the
Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus

and Mary officially began their work
in the diocese.

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, pre-
sided at the Mass, which included a
reading of the declaration of rededi-
cation, a blessing of Nazareth House,
and the enthronement of a statue of
the Holy Family at the entrance to the
property.

Addressing the 27 members of her
community and representatives of the
Family of the Two Hearts who trav-
eled from Miami to be at the Mass —
as well as priests, religious and faith-
ful from around the Diocese of Peo-
ria — Mother Adela Galindo of the
Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus
and Mary said it was humbling to see

what had taken place in just a year.
“It has been our single desire to

build at the retreat center a home for
this diocese, a place of reception,
prayer, formation and growth, a home
and a school for the spiritual renewal
for all vocations in the life of the
church, for all parishes, communities,
apostolic movements and groups, for
individuals,” she said. “To be in min-
iature a living reflection of the home,
of the life of the family of Jesus, the
Holy Family, and the church.”

Renaming the retreat center is a
concrete way to reflect its nature, spirit
and purpose, Mother Adela said.

“We must try to make its identity
and mission very visible and percep-

tible. Our actions, our pastoral plans,
our service and our presence here
must be coherent with the name, iden-
tity and mission of the retreat center,”
she explained.

PATRICIA Gibson, chancellor of
the Diocese of Peoria and one of those
involved in the invitation to the Ser-
vants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus
and Mary to establish their first foun-
dation outside of the Archdiocese of
Miami, thanked them for agreeing to
make a home in central Illinois.

She singled out Sister Juana Maria
Sanchez, Nazareth House coordina-

Please turn to page 8

“It has been our single desire to build at
the retreat center a home for this diocese,
a place of reception, prayer, formation
and growth, a home and a school for the
spiritual renewal for all vocations in the
life of the church, for all parishes,
communities, apostolic movements and
groups, for individuals.” — Mother Adela, SCTJM

King’s House in Henry becomes Nazareth House

Signs identifying the diocesan retreat center by its new name are posted at the entrances off of State Route
26 (above left) and State Route 18. Led by Deacon Bob Sondag, priests from around the diocese and the
Family of the Two Hearts in Miami process from Nazareth House to the Mass site on Tuesday. After a new
statue of the Holy Family was blessed and enthroned at the entrance to the retreat center grounds, Bishop
Jenky took a few minutes to celebrate the renaming and rededication of Nazareth House with the Servants of
the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary and members of their Family of the Two Hearts. Standing at the
bishop’s right is Mother Adela Galindo, SCTJM, foundress of the community. — Catholic Post photos

Minnie and
Joe join
hands with
their niece,
Mary Kay
(Yock) Pilat,
during the
Our Father
as Father
Nolan leads
them in
prayer. Joe
quipped that
he has
always held
Minnie’s
hand “to
keep her
from hitting
me.” —
Catholic Post
photos

Father Tim
Nolan, pastor of
St. Joseph’s
Parish in Pekin,
congratulates
Joseph and
Minnie Yock on
their 70 years of
married life
after he
celebrated a
Mass in their
home on Sept.
12.
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Encouraged by president’s pledges
on abortion funding ban, conscience

WASHINGTON (CNS) — President Barack Obama’s pledge to con-
tinue the ban on the use of federal funds for abortion and to maintain
conscience protections for health care workers in any health reform legis-
lation was welcomed by two officials of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the president of the Catholic Health Association.

Speaking with Catholic News Service Sept. 10, hours after Obama ad-
dressed a joint session of Congress and a nationwide television audience,
Kathy Saile, director
of domestic social de-
velopment in the
USCCB Department
of Justice, Peace and
Human Development,
said the president’s
address offered an en-
couraging sign that the
administration has
been listening to con-
cerns raised by the
bishops and pro-life
organizations about
abortion funding in
any reform legislation.

Citing the bishops’
long-standing belief
that all Americans
must have access to
quality, affordable
health care, Saile said the president’s speech must be followed up with the
appropriate changes in legislation currently pending in both houses of
Congress.

As currently written, the leading piece of legislation in the House,
America’s Affordable Health
Choices Act of 2009, known as
H.R. 3200, allows for federal
funding of abortion. Richard
Doerflinger, associate director of
the bishops’ Secretariat of Pro-
Life Activities, said Sept. 16 that
the Senate Finance Committee
legislation made public that day
by Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont.,
has “the same unacceptable lan-
guage on abortion” as H.R. 3200.

Acknowledging that “serious
significant details need to be
ironed out,” Saile said that “we
need to look at actual language
that fixes provisions that are in
existing bills.”

“We look forward to working
with (Obama) to ensure that what
is in the final bill, that there is no

federal funding (of abortion), no mandates (to pay for abortion) and no
requirement of people to pay for other people’s abortions,” Saile said.

Doerflinger echoed Saile in a statement released Sept. 10.
“We believe that incorporating essential and long-standing federal laws

on these issues into any new proposal will strengthen support for health
care reform,” Doerflinger said, pledging to work with Congress and the
White House to ensure that current legislation is amended.

Sister Carol Keehan, a Daughter of Charity who is president and CEO
of the Catholic Health Association, told CNS that while much work re-
mains on amending the legislation she was pleased by Obama’s stance.

“We were gratified to hear that federal funds would not be used for
abortions and that conscience protections would be maintained,” she said.
“We were pleased to hear him say we were going to move on now.

“There are too many people . . .  who need this kind of (health care)
assistance. We believe it is long overdue. It is a moral and economic im-
perative and we were pleased to hear him put it in those terms,” Sister
Carol said.

N.Y. cardinal to United Nations: adopt
common voice of dignity, decency

NEW YORK (CNS) — The biblical Tower of Babel could serve as an
apt metaphor for the challenges faced by the United Nations, but New
York Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan said the organization would be better
served if it used as an official language “a voice, a tongue common to all of
us” that recognizes the human person as “the heart of all institutions, laws
and works of society.”

Archbishop Dolan spoke Sept. 14 at a prayer service on the eve of the
opening of the 64th ses-
sion of the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly.

The interreligious
service is an annual
event sponsored by the
Archdiocese of New
York, the permanent
observer mission of the
Holy See to the United
Nations and the Church
of the Holy Family,
where it was held.

An overflow crowd
of more than 400
clergy, diplomats, pa-
rishioners, U.N. repre-
sentatives and staff as-
sociates spilled out of
the church into a warm
late summer evening
on East 47th Street near the U.N. headquarters. They sang, prayed, listened
to Scripture and heard reflections from Archbishop Celestino Migliore,
papal nuncio to the United Nations; U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon;
and Archbishop Dolan.

Archbishop Dolan said the voice he envisions for the United Nations is
often best detected through a smile, a song or an embrace and speaks a
language that does not require a dictionary or grammar. He said it “is often
not so much heard but rather sensed, groaned at times, prayed at its best.”

“This tongue speaks of help and hope, mercy and tenderness, of fa-
tigue over war, of longing for simple decency and dignity,” he added.
“This language wonders at times if anyone else can hear it, but at least
God can, and it trusts that when all is said and done, many others can,
too.”

Archbishop Dolan said the language, which expresses itself as tears,
smiles, sighs and sobs, is as old as Babel and as new as Pentecost, “when
all understood God’s word of salvation and mercy in a common language.”

Archbishop Migliore said Archbishop Dolan’s “heart is as big as your
broad shoulders to include the endeavors and concerns of the United Na-
tions.”

“As we prepare to focus our new session on effective responses to the
global crisis, we acknowledge that our efforts, our personal and communal
resources, our wisdom and determination, need an evermore link with the
transcendent: light, clarity and strength which come from above,” the pa-
pal nuncio said. “This is the sense of our gathering in this temple of prayer
this evening.”

Archbishop Migliore read a message from Vatican Secretary of State
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, which said Pope Benedict XVI hoped “that in
the coming session a strengthened sense of ethical responsibility will in-
spire and direct policies and decisions marked by solidarity and respect for
the dignity and rights of all.”

Kristan Hawkins, executive director of Stu-
dents for Life, voids a mock check during a
Sept. 10 news conference on Capitol Hill in
Washington against the inclusion of abor-
tion in any health care reform proposal. —
CNS photo

Ban Ki-moon, secretary-general of the
United Nations, chats with Archbishop
Celestino Migliore, center, apostolic nuncio
to the U.N., and Archbishop Timothy M.
Dolan of New York following the interreli-
gious prayer service Sept. 14. — CNS photo

But the Senate
Finance Committee
legislation made
public Sept. 16 has
‘the same
unacceptable
language on
abortion. . . .’

Ottawa students pledge prayers for bishop

Daniel Widman, a first grade student at St. Columba’s School in Ottawa, hands
Bishop Jenky a “spiritual bouquet” of prayers the class pledged to pray for the
bishop and his ministry. Each class presented the bishop with prayer promises
during his visit to the school last Thursday. Bishop Jenky celebrated Mass at
St. Columba’s and blessed all classrooms from preschool through eighth grade,
saying the school “exists first and last to be a school of Christ.” Mike Nadeau,
principal, said the students will never forget the morning and the encouraging
words and laughter shared with the bishop. — Photo provided by St. Columba’s
School

Vatican: keep religious
ed content strong

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a let-
ter to bishops’ conferences around the
world, the Vatican said true religious
education in schools is at risk of being
replaced with a more “neutral” teach-
ing about religious ethics and culture.

The result is confusion and indiffer-
ence among students, whose faith can
sometimes be put in danger, said the
letter, issued by the Congregation for
Catholic Education.

“A form of education that ignores
or marginalizes the moral and religious
dimension of the person is a hindrance
to full education,” it said.

Dated May 5, the letter was posted
on the congregation’s Web site Sept. 9,
just as most schools in Europe prepared
to reopen. The text immediately ignited
a debate in Italy over the proper bal-
ance between religious content and the
secular nature of public schools.

The letter addressed the issue of the
Catholic identity of church-run schools,
but much of its attention was focused
on religion classes in public schools. It
said the nature and role of religious edu-
cation in schools has become the ob-
ject of debate.

“IN SOME cases, it is now the ob-
ject of new civil regulations, which tend
to replace religious education with
teaching about the religious phenom-

enon in a multidenominational sense,
or about religious ethics and culture —
even in a way that contrasts with the
choices and educational aims that par-
ents and the church intend for the for-
mation of young people,” it said.

The letter warned that religious con-
tent in such classes can be downgraded
to the point that students are led into
error.

“Moreover, if religious education is
limited to a presentation of the differ-
ent religions, in a comparative and ‘neu-
tral’ way, it creates confusion or gener-
ates religious relativism or indifferent-
ism,” it said.

The letter said it was the church’s
role to “establish the authentic contents
of Catholic religious education in
schools,” regardless of the nature of the
schools, in order to guarantee that the
education presented as Catholic is in-
deed authentic.

“The Catholic religious instruction
and education which are imparted in any
school are subject to the authority of
the church,” it said.

It insisted that religious instruction
have an equal place in the scholastic
programs of schools.

The text did not explain in detail
how, in a pluralistic society, public
schools could satisfy its vision of au-
thentic religious instruction.

tor and superior of Holy Family Con-
vent; Sister Silvia Tarafa, now direc-
tor of St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic
Newman Center at Illinois State Uni-
versity; Sister Delia Maria Morales,
housekeeping; Sister Isabel Romero,
food services; and Sister Sonia
Mancuello, reservations, for bringing
their love and commitment to
Nazareth House.

“You have endeared yourselves to
so many people in our diocese,”
Gibson said. “We know what a big
step it was to leave your community
and your friends in Miami to come
and work in the Diocese of Peoria.
We pledge to you our ongoing love
and support.”

She quipped that a few months ago
her husband, Bill, had broken the bad
news to her: “Patricia, I think the Sis-
ters know more people and have met
more people than you have in 40 years
of living in the diocese.”

Gibson also told those who were
visiting from Miami that it’s easy to
locate Peoria in Illinois if they think
about where the heart of the state
would be located. “Welcome to the
heartland.”

IN HIS TURN, Bishop Jenky said
that while the Floridians had come as
guests, “I hope you go home as dear
friends.”

During his homily, the bishop re-
minded his listeners that Mary, the
Mother of Sorrows, had a pierced
heart, as did her Son. She continues
to stand with all believers, especially
“God’s little ones.”

“When we imitate her faith we
grow closer to (Jesus),” Bishop Jenky
said. “She not only teaches us about
Jesus, she introduces us to her Son.
She helps us to trust him and to say
‘yes’ to him.”

The charism of the Servants of the
Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary is
dedicated to prayer and reflection on
this, he explained.

“May this place, rededicated and
renewed, be enriched by the presence
of these religious women, who are a
sign to us not only by what they do
but by who they are, living signs of
heartfelt obedience to Jesus and rev-
erence for Our Lady,” Bishop Jenky
said.

IN HIS declaration of rededicat-
ion, which was read by Gibson and
presented to Mother Adela and her
vicar, Sister Ana Margarita, SCTJM,
after he had signed it, the bishop said
he hoped Nazareth House would be
“a place of spiritual renewal, rest and
comfort for the priests, deacons, reli-
gious and faithful of our local church.”

It is also his hope that it be “a home
in which to encounter the love of the

Joy at ‘Nazareth House’
Continued from page 1

Holy Family, and in order that the uni-
versal call to holiness should be fos-
tered in all of our hearts through times
of retreat and reflection.”

The Mass was preceded by a lun-
cheon and followed by a light recep-
tion.

The Servants of the Pierced Hearts
of Jesus and Mary who are not
missioned in the Diocese of Peoria
and the representatives of their Fam-
ily of the Two Hearts arrived on Sept.
13 and were to return to Miami on
Sept. 17.

On Monday night, they took part
in a Night of Prayer and Spiritual Re-
newal at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Peo-
ria.

The evening included a Mass cel-
ebrated by Bishop Jenky and eucha-
ristic adoration featuring praise mu-
sic led by about a dozen musicians
and vocalists of the religious commu-
nity.

“What a blessed day for the Dio-
cese of Peoria to welcome your en-
tire community up here,” said Bishop
Jenky in opening remarks. The Mass
took place on the feast of the Exalta-
tion of the Holy Cross, and Bishop
Jenky’s homily described the suffer-
ings of Jesus as well as the glory of
his victory over sin and death.

During adoration, Mother Adela
asked those attending to reflect on the
five wounds of Christ and improve
their practice of five corresponding
virtues: meekness, peace, determina-
tion, fortitude, and purity of love.

Among those presenting the gifts at the Mass celebrat-
ing the renaming and rededication of Nazareth House
were Craig Dyke, associate director of marriage and

family for the diocese, and his wife, Amy. The Ser-
vants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary expected
about 300 people to attend the liturgy.

Because he would have to return to Nazareth House to bless it during
Mass, Bishop Jenky was given transportation to ensure a speedy journey
between the retreat center and the Mass site. Msgr. Stanley Deptula, mas-
ter of ceremonies, is the driver.

Some of those who attended the
outdoor liturgical celebration at
Nazareth House last week pre-
ferred a cool place in the shade to a
chair in the bright sunshine. Sister
Ana Pia, SCTJM, said that while
rain was predicted, their prayer for
fine weather was answered.

Above, Mother Adela Galindo,
foundress of the Miami-based Ser-
vants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus
and Mary, talks with Tom Schmit
of Chillicothe during the reception
that followed the Sept. 15 Mass at
Nazareth House.

As Patricia Gibson, chancellor of
the Diocese of Peoria looks on,
Bishop Jenky signs the declaration
of rededication before presenting it
Mother Adela and her vicar, Sister
Ana Margarita, SCTJM.

Catholic Post photos
by Jennifer Willems
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