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Chapter |: Revelation Itself

e God’s revelation of Himself is rooted In His love
for man

— “In His goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal
Himself and to make known to us the hidden purpose
of his will...” (DV 2)

— “The deepest truth about God and the salvation of
man shines out for our sake in Christ, who Is both
the mediator and the fullness of all revelation.”
(DV 2)



Chapter |: Revelation Itself

 Throughout salvation history, God revealed
Himself in ceaselessly keeping “the human race
under His care” (DV 3):

— To our first parents
— In promising redemption after the Fall

— Through His covenant with Abraham and the
patriarchs

— Through the Law given to Moses and the teachings
given through the prophets which taught His people
“to acknowledge ...the one living and true God...and
to wait for the Savior promised by Him.” (DV 3)



Chapter |: Revelation Itself

“Jesus perfected revelation by fulfilling it
through his whole work making Himself present
and manifesting Himself.” (DV 4)

“We now await no further new public revelation
before the glorious manifestation of our Lord

Jesus Christ.” (DV 4)



Chapter |: Revelation Itself

“’The obedience of faith...is to be given to
God who reveals, an obedience by which
man commits his whole self freely to God,
offering the full submission of intellect and
will to God who reveals’ and freely assenting
to the truth revealed by Him.” (DV 5)

— This Is the basis of faith, yet the “grace of God
and the interior help of the Holy Spirit” (DV 5)
must bring the human heart to even respond to
God’s revelation
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Chapter lll: Sacred Scripture, Its
Inspiration and Divine Interpretation

* The historicity of Scripture

— “Everything asserted by the inspired authors or
sacred writers must be held to be asserted by the
Holy Spirit, it follows that the books of Scripture
must be acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully
and without error that truth which God wanted put

Into sacred writings’ for the sake of salvation.”
(DV 11)



Chapter lll: Sacred Scripture, Its
Inspiration and Divine Interpretation

e “To search out the Intention of the sacred
writers, attention should be given to” (DV 12).
— Literary forms: historical, prophetic, poetic, etc.
* These forms express truth differently (cf. DV 12)
— Customary styles from writer’s historic period

— “Content and unity of the whole of Scripture”
(DV 12)

* Yet the weakness of human language to express
divine truths must be recognized (DV 13)
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Chapter V: The New Testament

 The Gospels

— “Among all the Scriptures, even those of the New
Testament, the Gospels have a special preeminence,
and rightly so, for they are the principal witness for
th§ life and teaching of the incarnate Word.” (DV
18

— The Church “unhesitatingly asserts the historical
character” of the Gospels (cf. DV 19)

— The authors selected some events to record while
summarizing others according to the Church for
which they were writing, but always with the
pu)rpose to tell “the honest truth about Jesus” (DV
19



Chapter V: The New Testament

e Other New Testament writings

— “The writings of the New Testament stand as a
perpetual and divine witness to [Christ’s life and the
mission of His Apostles]” (DV 17)

— The “epistles of St. Paul and other apostolic
writings, composed under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, by which...His true teaching is more and more
fully stated” (DV 20)
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